Books, Manuscripts, and The History of Medicine: Essays on the Fiftieth Anniversary of the Osler Library Philip M Teigen (ed) pp 112 US$14.95 New York: Science History Publications 1982 Bibliography -the listing and physical description of publications on any specific subject -is probably the least attractive aspect of books for most readers. It was described as 'dry, dusty, tedious, accursed, hateful' by an early exponent, James Atkinson. Yet, Sir William Osler, one of medicine's last polymaths, showed how enjoyable it could be as a hobby -and rose to become President of the professional Bibliographical Society in the process. The 50th anniversary of the splendid Osler Library at McGill University, Montreal, was the occasion of a symposium on the role of librarians and their treasures in the study of medical history.
The five published essays which commemorate the event deal in turn with Osler's unique contributions, progress and remaining problems in studying medieval manuscripts, and current 
